
Homily Notes for      May 29, 2022 — The Ascension of the Lord 
ACTS 1:1-11; PS 47:2-3, 6-9; EPH 1:17-23 or HEB 9:24-28; 10;19-23; LK 24: 46-53 

The Scripture lessons summarized:   

The first reading, taken from the Acts of the Apostles, presents the scene of Jesus’ Ascension, the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, his instructions to the apostles to wait in Jerusalem for the Power from 
above. and the missionary command to the apostles to bear witness to him.  

Today’s Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 47) suggests that, by his Ascension, the risen Lord "mounts his 
throne" in glory.   

In the second reading, Paul teaches us that God revealed His might in the Resurrection and Ascension 
of Christ and in exalting Him over all angelic forces. Jesus remains accessible to us now in the life-
giving Holy Spirit, assuring us that one day we, too, will be ascending to Heavenly glory, provided 
that, with His grace, we live out our Faith in Him through the mission of loving service He entrusts to 
us.  

Today’s Gospel tells us that, with his return to the Father, Jesus completes his mission on earth.  But 
just before his Ascension, Jesus entrusted to the disciples the completion of his mission of preaching 
the Good News and evangelizing the whole world. by bearing witness to him. It is in his Ascension 
that we see Jesus entering fully into the life and glory of God.  Now, we are called to be witnesses to 
him in word and in deed.  

What is the Good News that we are called on to preach? Note the emphasis on repentance! 

“That the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance, for 
the forgiveness of wins, would be preached in his name to all the nations….” 

The Good News here is that if we believe in Jesus as the one who died for our sins and was raised into 
heaven, we too can be forgiven, healed, and saved. Note that this is not just forgiveness, but forgiveness 
and being healed. This faith in Jesus is a transforming power. 

What does repentance involve? Let’s see how St. Paul explained it near the end of his ministry. When 
preaching to King Agrippa, he summarized his preaching, saying,  

“And so, King Agrippa, … I preached the need to repent and turn to God, and to do works 
giving evidence of repentance” (Acts 26:20). 

First, to repent (metanoia) is a change of mind. Second, “turn to God” (epistrefo) means to change one’s 
behavior. Third, is to continue (present continuous tense) to do the correct, godly behavior. We note 
that this kind of repeated behavior leads to the formation of “virtue” which is really the transformation 
God wants in our lives. 

St. John, in his first letter, shows this forgiveness is not just “forensic” but leads to actual change. 

“If we say, ‘We have no sin,’ we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But, if we 
acknowledge our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every 
wrongdoing” (1 John 8-9). 

Note that in each of these quotes, the term “faith” does not occur, but the focus in on repentance. But 
it is by faith in Jesus (represented by being baptized) that we become children of God. 

“But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who 
believe in his name” (John 1:12) 

This is exactly what Jesus called for when he began preaching. 



“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the 
gospel” (Mk 1:1). 

What is the Good News that we are called on to preach? It is not just forgiveness by faith, but also the 
promise of the power to have our lives changed and to be healed. 

“That the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations…” (Luke 24:47). 

On this Feast of the Ascension, we celebrate Christ’s triumphant return to the Father after perfectly 
accomplishing His mission on earth. But we also can also view this Feast as a celebration of the 
“launch day” of our commissioning as Christ’s disciples. It is we who have been commissioned to 
finish up His work. We are called to proclaim his salvation by words and deeds.  

Today’s Gospel draws our attention to the clear instructions that Jesus gave His disciples (and to us) 
just before ascending to the Father: “Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name 
to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things." 
 

Embracing a stewardship way of life, with its emphasis on the use of time, talent and treasure, helps 
us to live in such a way that our very lives speak as a witness of the Good News of the Gospel. While 
we take time to reflect and renew our commitments in these three areas annually as a parish family, it 
is of great benefit to take some time individually throughout the year to take stock of the 
commitments we have made — looking at both our strengths and our need for continued growth in 
each area. 

On this Feast of our "launch day," let us take some time to celebrate your victories as Christ’s 
disciples and renew our commitment to remain faithful to Him and the unique mission He has 
entrusted to us! 

The disciples who completed Puccini’s opera Turandot.  The Italian composer Giacomo Puccini wrote 
La Boheme, Madama Butterfly, and Tosca.  It was during his battle with terminal cancer in 1922 that he 
began to write Turandot, which many now consider his best work. He worked on the score day and 
night, despite his friends' advice to rest, and to save his energy. When his sickness worsened, Puccini 
said to his disciples, "If I don't finish Turandot, I want you to finish it." He died in 1924, leaving the 
work unfinished. His disciples gathered all that was written of Turandot, studied it in great detail, and 
then proceeded to write the remainder of the opera. It was completed by Franco Alfano. The world 
premier was performed in La Scala Opera House in Milan in 1926, and Arturo Toscanini, Puccini’s 
favorite student, conducted it. The opera went beautifully. When Toscanini came to the end of the part 
written by Puccini, he stopped the music, put down the baton, turned to the audience, and announced, 
"Thus far the master wrote, but then he died." There was a long pause; no one moved. Then Toscanini 
picked up the baton, turned to the audience and, with tears in his eyes, announced, "But his disciples 
finished his work." The opera closed to thunderous applause, and to a permanent place in the annals 
of great works. -- Jesus instructs us his disciples, in his Ascension message, to finish his work of saving 
mankind by proclaiming His Good News by words and deeds till the end of the world.   

The two questions:  

Based on this Mass, this morning, what should I be offering to God during the offering? 

What is the one point I need to get to become the-better-version-of-myself that God wants? 

 


